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| realize this is a massive
understatement, but it's been
a strange and busy 2020.
Historically, during the first few
months of every year, among many other things, FWA staff
spend time working with the US Bureau of Reclamation to
ensure the Friant Division allocation is maximized. Just
over a week ago, Reclamation announced an update to
the initial Friant allocation for the second time this year.
After starting the year with a 20% allocation for Class
1 supplies, the announcement increased the Class 1
allocation to 55%. Based on our modeling and analysis of
the hydrology so far this year, and all of the other factors
that Reclamation needs to consider when making these
decisions, we think 55% is a fair allocation at this time.

Obviously, what has made this a strange year is the
response to the COVID-19 pandemic. Like so many
others, we have altered the manner in which we
conduct our business, which hasn't been easy, but

we have adapted well. Given the circumstances and
what we have been forced to deal with, | am very proud
of the FWA team's dedication to their responsibility

to serve the eastside farmers and communities that
rely on their efforts to keep the water flowing.

Adding to the strange nature of 2020 has been the

action taken by the state of California in recent months.
Astonishingly, the State of California filed a lawsuit (CNRA
v. Ross ) against the Federal government on February

20, 2020, challenging the Record of Decision on the
Long-Term Operations of the Central Valley Project that
Reclamation signed on Feb. 18, 2020. If successful, the
states' effort would replace the 2019 BiOps, which were
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scientists and staff within the federal government, with
those issued in 2008 and 2009 that the CVP and State
Water Project have been operating under for more

than a decade. As areminder, the data has shown the
2008 and 2009 BiOps failed on many fronts, but most
significantly, they failed the water users of the state, and
the fish and wildlife whose populations have been on a
steady decline of the past decade. Because of this, FWA
filed a motion to intervene in CNRA v. Ross on behalf

of the Federal government to defend the 2019 BiOps.

As if that wasn't frustrating enough, and adding to the
drama, the state of California made the decision to issue
a separate Incidental Take Permit (ITP) for operations

of the State Water Project. What this means is that

for the first time in history, the Federal and State water
projects, which provide water for almost 30 million
people and thousands of farms, are being operated in an
uncoordinated, conflicting, and frankly, confusing manner.
This decision by the state has generated an enormous
amount of opposition from agencies and organizations
(FWA included) representing water users up and down
the state, and the Metropolitan Water District of Southern
CA and the State Water Contractors Association. It

has also drawn opposition from a broad and bipartisan
group of state and federal legislators. The opposition
coalition looks similar to the coalition that opposed

and helped secure a veto of Senate Bill 1(SB1) in 2019.
Which begs the question.. if the Newsom Administration
thought SB1 was bad water policy in 2019 (bad enough
to require his veto signature, by the way), what has
changed? Only time, and lawsuits unfortunately, will tell.

Needless to say, for next month's edition of the
FWA eWaterline, | hope to be able to report back
with more positive news. But regardless, we will
provide an update so that you are aware of what's
happening regarding California’'s water supply.

CLICK HERE to read April 3, 2020 letter from State
Legislature to Governor Newsom regarding ITP

CLICK HERE to read April 7, 2020 letter from
Congress to Governor Newsom regarding ITP

CLICK HERE to read April 15, 2020 letter from Congress
to Governor Newsom regarding coordinated operations

CLICK HERE to read April 20, 2020 letter from Metropolitan
Water District to DFW and DWR regarding ITP

CLICK HERE to read April 28, 2020 letter to Senator
Feinstein from Interior Secretary Bernhardt
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A Dairyman’s View on Water April 27, 2020
Valley, L.A. water users hit Newsom with three lawsuits over water policy
Bernhardt: Newsom's water gambit “potentially unlawful”
In new filing, Becerra seeks to halt Trump’s Valley water boost

California enters summer with precipitation and snowpack
below average

Trump opens floodgates, and acrimony swamps Calif.
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