Court Says U.S. Must Consider Human Needs In Pugnurs

ears of bad news for water users about The jurist ruled in each case that the govern- The rulings are creating at least temporary
political and legal setbacks have givement must consider humans along with the @nereases in the amounts of water that can pe

way to a series of important victories idlangered species in any ruling limiting watgrumped near Tracy into the Central Valley Prq
rulings handed down during May by a Fresrexport pumping from the Delta. ject’'s Delta-Mendota Canal and State Wate
federal court judge. Project’s California Aqueduct.

U.S. District Judge Oliver Wanger sharply “This is good news for water users in the FOr the Friant Division, the relaxed pumping
criticized federal agencies and scientists valley and through California who have bedi§strictions could aid in recovery of San Joaqu
lengthy decisions involving defects in biologicabrced to suffer through a costly regulatorffiver Restoration Program interim flows, a sug

opinions that govern pumping restrictions angtought that continues to take an enormous & that parties to the San Joaquin River Settle-

—

other protections for Delta smelt and Chinoakal and economic toll,” said Ronald D. Jacotite€nt have agreed to strive to return to Friar|
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salmon under the Endangered Species Act.  sma, Friant Water Authority General Manager.
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Office, Shop Complex West Of Tular
Is An Investment In Future For Distric

& #

Anyone wondering how to dig a hole irtanal demands picked up with significant
water only needs to look at how Millertorand badly needed groundwater recharge
Lake has been managed during this abneeking place.
mally wet and cool spring in order to create By May 31, the lake was down to
space for expected snowmelt runoff. 192,216 acre-feet — 37% of capacity and

Over the past several weeks, Millertojust 57,000 acre-feet above “dead storage,”
Lake storage behind Friant Dam has beanlevel below which no water could be re-
subjected to a big but rare springtime redueased into the Central Valley Project’s
tion. Madera and Friant-Kern canals.

The reservoir entered June at a level

In late March, the reservoir containehore typically seen at the end of summer
424,000 acre-feet — 81% of capacity. Aand during the fall. Because of the reser-
the rain and snow kept coming, U.S. Bwoir's small capacity of 520,600 acre-feet
reau of Reclamation officials increasein relation to the watershed’s ability to
water allocations to Class 2 contractors and ("

For the Tulare Irrigation District, itsor will ever see. His knowledge and e
new home is definitely sweet. perience were vast, yet he was humble

TID on May 14 dedicated its newhis attitude and demeanor.”
administration, and operation and main- Among Zack’'s achievements wer )
tenance complex on a 40-acre site atquisition of a Central Valley Projec
6826 Avenue 240, west of the City ofvater service contract for TIBnd a
Tulare. ("
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Honored during the ceremony was
the late David Zack, in whose memory
the facilities were dedicated. Over a 60-
year career with TID, Zack served as
Secretary, Assessor, District Engineer
and Engineer-Manager.

“He had a huge impact on the dis-
trict,” J. Paul Hendrix, TID's General
Manager said.

“Dave’s engineering career spanned
much of probably the most significant
water development era the state has seen
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Fresno Irrigation District

Ivanhoe lIrrigation Distr
Kaweah Delta Water Conservatit
District

Published by the Friant Water Authority, as a review of
issues and developments to inform those interested in
water supplies along the East Side of the southern San
Joaquin Valley. To comment or ask any questions, please
write or call us at (559) 562-6305, visit our web site at
www.Friantwater.org or contact your local irrigation dis-
trict. This issue was printed June 3.
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Arvin-Edison Water Storage Distr Madera Irrigation District
Delano-Earlimart Irrigation Distr Orange Cove Irrigation District
Exeter Irrigation District Pixley Irrigation District
' Porterville Irrigation District
Saucelito Irrigation District
Shafter-Wasco Irrigation District
Kern-Tulare Water Distric Stone Corral Irrigation District
Lindmore Irrigation Distric Tea Pot Dome Water District
Lindsay-Strathmore Irrigation Distr Terra Bella Irrigation District
Lower Tule River Irrigation Distr Tulare Irrigation District
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acific Gas and Ele
tric  officials hav
expressed optimis

that a seismic retrofit of t
105-year-old Crane Vall

Lake will begin in Octobe
and will be completed b
February 2012.

was in 2009 but delays
obtaining  permits
slowed the process.

The lake, including th

will remain open througho
the retrofit.

Lake capacity has, ho
ever, temporarily been r
duced by keeping the hig
water mark 10 feet belo
normal.

Rock quarried near
will be used to stabilize bo
sides of the 1,880-foot-lon
145-foot-high dam.

Dam at the east end of B4qs

boat launch ramp at the dafg,
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died.

He served as a Lindsay-Strathmore Irrigation Ois
The original start datg director for 32 years and was its President for tnod
that time. Mr. Pursell, who for many years sereedhe
havg boards of the Friant Water Users Authority and

Water Authority, retired from the LSID board on Oloér

14, 2008.

a leading statewide water organization.

A former deputy sheriff in Shasta County, Mr. Piir
became a citrus grower in LSID in 1955 and move

Visalia two years ago.

“He was a very sincere man and very honest,”
LSID General Manager Scott Edwards. He had

vision.

A memorial service was held on Friday, June
Salser and Dillard Funeral Chapel in Visalia.

The Friant Division has lost another of its longpei
leaders. It was learned at press time that RexeRuras

In the late 1980s, Mr. Pursell served as Presidé
the Association of California Water Agencies (ACW

The canal was running
full at the time, said Bureau
of Reclamation Area Man-
ager Michael Jackson.

“Serious construction
like this has impacts,” Jack-
son said of the work occur-
ring near the canal structure.
i  Eric  Quinley, FWA
Maintenance Manager, said
the situation apparently re-
Lsulted from a city communi-
cation problem.

“When a FWA field
[ foreman saw what was go-
ing on, a stop-work order
was issued by the Author-
Pity,” Quinley said.
to The city’'s Director of
Public Works called person-
aadly to apologize, he added.
od The bridge will result in
relocation of a segment of
#te canal’s access road.

Anyone contemplating
any sort of construction ac-

0

The dam will be in
creased in width at its crest

feet.
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agencies.

. . cooperation with the U.$, its right-of- i
Friant Water Authority (FWA) General Managefoor. oo W "Canal and its right-of-way |
Ronald D. Jacobsma said approval has been giver, Q| 0 gain approval and permi
is expected soon from other parties in the San Joa-

quin River litigation to assign the Friant Wateres

&%3$"
Pieces are quickly fitting into the puzzle as work 1he lead agency for the
continues to merge the two regional Friant watBfoject is the state Depaft-

serving recreational use
Bass Lake.

completing this retrofit ap

quickly and as safely as pcs)-* I

sible,” said Walther.

ment of Water Resources |if

Forest Service and the Fed

Commission.

the U.S. Arm

<

bridge . . \
vithout necessary permigobtain required permits.
kion, red flags went up inla

All plans have now been
appropriately reviewed arld
necessary permits have bgen
granted to allow work to
I+ proceed but there were so

' anxious moments in la 5
May when a contractor be;
Rule No. 1 for construg-gan driving bridge piles int

Reclamation and Friant Wativity near or within the right
Reservoirs behind twpter Authority.
to 52 feet, and raised 7 to [L6ther foothill dams — Sug-
cess on the Tule River al

PG&E says project goaldsabella on the Kern River [-highway
are public safety, maintaipare also under storage
ing reliable operations afstrictions due to safety
power generation and predams issues that continue|tRyrry.
pbe studied by those dams’
operator,
“We are committed t¢Corps of Engineers.

-of-way should contact the

When work started on |griant Water Authority or
'dew City of Bakersfield Bureau of Reclamation well

projeqtin advance for review and to

Raymond Thompson has
retired after 35 years of ser-
vice to the Tulare Irrigation
istrict, including canal and
basin maintenance and

on along the Friant-Kerhthe right-of-way, just up equipment operation.

Sstream from the canal’s Telr-
tsninal Check at the Kerpframed

He was honored with a
retirement resolu-

Authority (FWUA) responsibilities as non-federal

defendants to the FWA.

After those approvals are in place, an order will Governor
be sought from U.S. District Judge Lawrence Kointed members to the Californig
Karlton to make the assignment official. State coMvater Commission, including two
currence in the consolidation would also be needed?eople who have been active in the

Talks are also under way with two other agenci
with which the FWUA still has agreements to assi
those pacts to the FWA. Those include the Westla
Water District and Metropolitan Water District o
Southern California. The FWUA’'s membership in
the San Joaquin River Group Authority, a joint po
ers agency, has already been assigned to the FW.

Energy  Regulatofyfrom the U.S. Bureau qfRiver. tion.

Schwarzenegger ap ley Delfino, a Sacramento environ-

mentalist with Defenders of Wildlife;

Luther Hintz, a retired civil engineer

J from Brownsville; Paul Kelley, a So-

California Latino Water Coalition. noma County supervisor; and Anthony
The Commission is to decide on Saracino, a Sacramento environmen-

'&8nstruction of major water projects talist with The Nature Conservancy.

9 cluding new surface storage, if an Meanwhile, another member of the

.1 billion water bond measure is o, ) % 9 A Latino Water Coalition, Gloria D.

.approved by voters in Novem

Senate confirmation.

ber.

Each of the appointments requires

Gray of Inglewood, was among those
named to the Delta Stewardship Coun-

Sacramento, Carpenter’'s Union direil.

" State Senator Dave CogdillR{ tor. Both are Latino Water Coalition

“The g(_)a_ll_ is to complete the assignment of EPUIodest(), the state water bond authomembers.
FWUA activities to the FWA by September 30, thgno is not seeking re-election, was Others named were Andrew Ball, @olitan Water District of Southern

end of both Authorities’ fiscal year,” Jacobsmadsai gppointed.

Earlier this year, board members voted to initiate So were Joe Del Bosque, a Wedble

$% &

She is a Director of the West Basin
Municipal Water District and Metro-

San Mateo developer active in sustai@alifornia. She was appointed earlier

development issues;

Josepthis year by then-Speaker of the As-

Side farmer; and Daniel Curtin, oBYyrne, a Los Angeles lawyer; Kimbersembly Karen Bass.

WATERSHED PRECIPITATION

Inches 2009-10  2008-2009 Seas'n Avg.
Including Including Through
June 2 June 2 May
Huntington Lake.... 42.41 34.90 42.14
41.36 28.24 40.20
17.41 10.94 14.17
SEASONAL RUNOFF
Acre-Feet In 2009-10 Predicted Prev. Year
May (26th) ............. 319,427 580,000 423,526
April-July period... 625,771 1,660,000 745,137
Water Year......... 1,056,332 2,158,000 1,120,503

2008-2009 Total (October 1-September 30) — 1,455,380

FLOWS
San Joaquin River

Cubic Feet Per Second June 2 June 2,'09

Calculated Natural Flow (Friant) ....... 10,268 5,790
Actual Millerton Lake Inflow ............. 6,537 5,429
Actual Flow At Friant ..... 791 207
Flow at Gravelly Ford .... 550 0
Flow below Mendota Dam 821 350
Flow at Vernalis (san Joaquin County).......... 4,727 1,919
Total Delta inflow ...........ccooevvieeeeenn. 22,353 15,631
Delta outflow index ...........c.cccccceeeee. 14,088 14,471
Friant-Kern Canal ..............ccccoooveinne 4,209 3,937
Madera Canal ............ccccooeiiiiciiiiinns 1,048 622

RESERVOIR STORAGE

Southern California Edison Company
Edison Lake........... 51,472 60,422

Upstream Total ...... 429,491 522,017

OVERALL............ 622,612 1,043,529

Acre-Feet June 2 Last Year Capacity
.S. Bureau of Reclamation
Millerton Lake........ 193,121 521,512 520,500

125,000

Florence Lake........ 30,008 59,708 64,400

Huntington Lake.... 58,605 87,480 89,000
Shaver Lake........... 104,137 132,332 135,300
Mammoth Pool....... 122,127 120,682 122,000
Redinger Lake....... 24,251 24,304 26,120

Pacific Gas and Electric Company

Bass Lake.............. 34,640 33,436 35,000*
Kerckhoff Lake...... 3,981 3,639 4,200

*—Temporary capacity pending Crane Valley Dam seismic retrofit
611,400

1,131,900

OTHER SOUTH VALLEY
DAMS AND RESERVOIRS

Acre-Feet June 2 Capacity.
Chowchilla River /Buchanan.......... 66,527 150,000
Fresno River /Hidden ................... 67,049 90,000
760,956 1,024,600

... 134,019 1,000,000

. 47,225 128,600

Courtright............... 89,122 123,300
Kaweah River / Terminus ... ... 145,382 185,600

Tule River / SUCCESS......cccoceeeeevnnenn 38,687 29,000*
*—Capacity for emergency flood control, 82,314 acre-feet.
Kern River /lsabella........................ 255,019 360,000%
*—Capacity for emergency flood control, 570,000 acre-feet.

San Luis Reservoir /CVP............... 754,440 980,000
State Water Project portion 687,767 1,060,000
San Luis Reservoir total —.............. 1,442,207 2,040,000
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$% % &- - % It was the redrafted biological opinions
users in whole or in part with the safne that were challenged by water users.
01 &

In  his mid-May findings, Judge
Wanger detailed numerous errors and
speculative leaps that the National Marine
Fisheries Service (NMFS) committed in
preparing its salmon biological opinion.
He ruled that many of the NMFS require-

2 11 I ments were “arbitrary and capricious” and
) |

tion to the water supply ills that have
sulted in hundreds of thousands of aq
being taken out of production along f
western San Joaquin Valley.

Nor will they restore the tens of tho
sands of jobs that have been lost in fa

lacking scientific justification.
Wanger concluded NMFS “completely

ing and related businesses . i ) ) abdicated” its responsibility in the salmon
i Even as government agencies reeled There is wide case to consider alternatives “that would

‘While the increase in deliveries I5 ¢om effects of highly critical federalspread  Californi not only protect the species, but would
good news,” California Department B ot decisions, the Obama administrasiticism, ~amplified also minimize the adverse impact on hu-
Water Resources Director Mark COWN tion moved ahead with efforts to estalby ~U.S.  Distric mans.”
said, “we will continue to have a walr |ish 5 task force aimed at eventualljudge Oliver Wank '
supply crisis until we improve our cofl- .onsolidating protections for Deltager's recent decision

veyance system, increase storage andl fesmea|r Chinook salmon and steelhead. in litigation over th
solve the complex environmental prdb- +Delta smelt and Ch-

lems of the Delta.” The species, which rely upon Nort
ern California’s embattled Delta regionnOOk salmon_, that / 1 B by pumping into areas of the Delta where
have federal protections under the Elf]e_}deral agencies are they are more exposed to predation,
[e'dangered Species Act but are watch&gt effectively —or _ toxics, pollution or other factors, a situa-
IS@ver by separate agencies in the InteriBPPropriately coordinating actions. tion Wanger said was not the pumps’ sole
eand Commerce departments. & & responsibility.

On the other hand, he disagreed with
an assertion that Delta exports have no
effect on fish survival. The judge con-
tended that these species tend to be drawn

Judge Wanger's decisions came
several days of the latest rounds of int
Fresno courtroom hearings pitting
plaintiffs — Delta water exporters led

the San Luis & Delta-Mendota Water A Press reports indicated the admini- As an example, the Sacrameriee He sz_:lid t_he federal fish agencies have
thority and Westlands Water District stration hopes to eventually establish gointed out, one biological opinion tdf had an “irrational” focus on the pumps but
against the U.S. government and envi in-unified  environmental managemenprotect the Delta smelt was prepgred W/have not answered what they have done
mental interests that have repeatlyp|a”- Interior Department officials while alf about the Delta’s other species stressors.

blamed the pumps for the bulk of fle separate opinion was created by the 0

‘< fi idlifa i ] Commerce Department for steelheq§ ARt ;
Delta’s fish and W|Idl.|fe ills. Interior Secretary Ken Salazar saigq chinook saﬁnon. it Ianact, ha SCIeI’ltIthC stllj_d)li l;elteased tg\
On May 27, the judge handed dowfl athe effort would “ensure that we are ate MVay shows a strong link-between the

126-page decision on the threatened D |t%oordinating to use state-of-the-art sci- Those opinion_s, coupled with natura decllne of Dglta fish species and nutrient
smelt in which he found that federal off}- ence and to find the best alternatives gought, resulted in west_ern San Joaq _pollutlpn in rivers feeding into the Delta,
cials must take humans into considera Pprotect both endangered fish and wat 'alley water supplies being slashed lagincluding ammonia from wastewater treat-
in limiting Delta pumping to protect th supplies.” year to 10%. ment plants in Sacramento and elsewhere

fish. Supplies this year are expected to tpuPstream of the Delta.

Judge Wanger also said the water e{aryBoéf;rialfcz)gieanﬁa\ZoTarlw:z:jcein?src]:ge ore than four times better but still faff ~ That study, conducted by University of
agencigs had b(_aen compelling in arg "yressure in California to free up morEelow contract amounts, even though M_aryland environmental scientist Patricia
that science relied upon by federal o - water as been a wetter-than-average year. G|I_bert, called for more attention to be
cials had not proven Delta pumping vas ' pa|d to effects of wastewater planf[ pollu-
putting the smelt at risk. tion but soon was playing second fiddle to

Smelt pumping restrictions are due to.' . Only a day earlier, Judge Wanger ter@ firéstorm of academic controversy that
be in effect through June 30. The judge Still, the judge’s underlying smelt deporarily lifted Delta pumping restrictions®rupted. o
was more reluctant to suspend those rulgision was not exactly a surprise in thdesigned to help endangered Chinook Gilbert only days later was dismissed
because the smelt’s existence is said to Wake of his earlier decisions in the salmdgsglmon, which had been due to expiféom a prestigious National Academy of

so fragile. case. June 15 The judge agreed that the fisifiences panel studying the Delta decline

would not be harmed. Pumpmg was irat the request of Senator Dianne Feinstein

creased following that decision. and the Interior Department. She was

% $ 0/0 % & ] In granting the injunction, Judge,forcehd dOUt oln _groundhs_,l thﬁt she had

Wanger pointed out that relief being€ached conclusions while the NAS was

Friant Division water River water used by Frianthe San Joaquin River Sdf- granted was extremely limited. till trying to work through Delta issues

providers  continue  tointerests. tlement's Water Manage He rejected contentions that he woul@nd make recommendations.

closely monitor the Delta  sShould the U.S. Bureaument Goal. be “writing off’ salmon remaining in the !N turn, another NAS panel member,
endangered species litigaof Reclamation be unable Finally, the Exchangé] Delta because there is no possibility thM}chata’l J. McGuire, reS|gn(_ed in protest to
tion and related issues b&o provide the exchangeContractors have been sug- they will all wind up at the pumps. Gilbert's dismissal; McGuire contended

cause of Friant's vital linksupply, it would releaseplied this spring with somg¢ some members of the NAS committee are

The judge did order daily monitorin .
to the Delta that makesnto the river the amount ofSan Joaquin River Restord- and warjneé:] that if there is Zvidence Ofgrocused on water pumping as the cause of
;ﬁe Delta's problems.

possible diversion of Sanwater necessary to satisflion Program interim flow dramatic increase in fish losses. he wou

Joaquin River water intothe Exchange Contractorshow being released fro be willina to consider revokin tk;e iniunc-

the Friant-Kern and Maderalemands, thus reducing thEriant Dam as a result ¢f .. 9 xIng I
tion on an emergency basis.

canals. Friant supply. That has notiver channel capacity rg . . 0
Water pumped from theoccurred although it was atrictions. # # $ /0

Delta into the Central Val-possibility last year. Those flows were Westlands Water District General 1o s Army Corps of Engineers is
ley  Projects  Delta- “recaptured” under the Sef Manager Tom Birmingham said that aft§t,,\ing to implement a policy that may
Mendota Canal for the San  another linkage in-tlement and were ex Judge Wanger -

Joaquin - River Exchang|yes the San Joaquighanged into the San Lulp
Contractors — four WeslRiver Restoration ProgramReservoir for return to thfg smelt (biological opinion) suffers from the, it for wildlife.

Side water agencies thabestrictions on  DeltaFriant Division contractors|| same defects.”

hold the rivers historic The new rules could be imposed in

water rights creates gumping are basically Also, Cross Valle In 2007 and 2008, Judge Wanger ir012 and allow only short grass, unless a
. -~ locking one opportunity toCanal contractors alon i i i i ; :
substitute supply that re g pp ty } validated earlier federal biological opinyariance were granted.

laces the San Joa ui'recap_ture and return watethe Friant-Kern Canal ref] ions on Delta pumping that allowed State agencies estimate removing trees
P AU Friant as envisioned iron Delta water. pumping to continue even though sonfgom California's 1,600 miles of levees
endangered fish were taken as a result. would cost $7.5 billion.

o | & 7% ) #
$% % &- _ N _ # .. federal defendants. A few other agreements renmaine
efforts_ to _consolldate th_e two Authorities, Whl_cbvsn The FWA is to be the surviving agency. The oldEWUA's name.
have identical membership with the recent additibthe  FyyA continued to exist after the FWA was formed in Since 2003, all staff members have been FWA em-
Madera Irrigation District, a member of the FWUA, to003 by districts served from the Friant-Kern Canaployees with certain staff supporting FWUA actieiti

the FWA and acceptance of the Kaweah Delta Waigiyely because of the San Joaquin River litigation through a “consulting” agreement between the two Au
Conservation District in both the FWA and FWUA.  \yhich the FWUA and its member agencies were the nemorities. The two boards have met jointly.
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$% % &- - % 1350 West San Joaquin Avenue in Tu-
major role in the successful develodare. That cramped four-acre site was
ment of Terminus Dam and Lakeurchased by the Tulare Redevelop-
Kaweah. He died in June 2009. ment Agency for a multi-residenc
&. 0 housing development.

Also making its debut during the “It was on the western edge of Tuy-
dedication was a permanent displdgre and was becoming surrounded py
within the office of artifacts and docu-urban, industrial and residential use
ments related to TID's colorful 121-Hendrix said. “The city wanted t

brighten the area. Its Redevelopmgnt
/ Agency obtained grant funds from the

i ' state, purchased the property and e
0,
&% & & used those funds as a down payment|on
0 & new facility.”

_ % Hendrix added that the deal
’ ' ) “worked out for our needs and the
—J. Paul HendrixGeneral Managef city's in the long-term. It is part of a

ongoing partnership we have with the

year history, including an originalCity.”

bond. i
“As old as TID is, | always felt ~TID's staff played major roles i

remiss that we hadn't displayed thedBe project's development, from plan-

items,” Hendrix said. “We're proud ofning and permitting to part to site de

showing our history.” velopment and construction. (@# $ % " 0
The historical displays were de- “Our crew did the rough grading, U A

signed by Leslie Gleason of Gleasofienching, paving, landscaping and : .

and Associates. TID's staff handled theprinkler installation,” Hendrix said "

digital printing and picture framing in‘Of the two shop buildings, our crew _— & .

house. built one of them.” 3c" 1"

# .0 Along with cost savings realized
As for the facility, Hendrix says,through staff assistance in constructipn >&8@ # . "0
“We have little bit of extra office spaceand the old site sale proceeds from the . &H$% "% "

and added a lot of archives storagdty, the balance of the cost was paid ' * ¥ &&”

space. We made sure we're fully eledfom reserves. The entire project cgst 1 5&6

tronically capable of data handling.” $3.54 million, a sum that was just un-
The District is also hoping to sedler budget.

lower energy costs because of efficien-

cies included in the buildings’ desigr

and construction. The Administration >&@ # o)

Building contains about 6,000 squar " 5 &6 #$%

feet with about 12,000 square fee %, 9C 5" &

— (D

within the shop structures. &6  #$% % " I-
“We worked with the architect and # 5 (" 6

they worked with staff on duties and E !

» - S 8 C.
work flow,” Hendrix said. “We made & & « g
very few modifications to the first ren- C
dering. It's been an uplift to our em
ployees.” @ # % "+ *
#' * o (

In the process, the District sold and
vacated its home of the past 60 years|at

&I | >-+ D8 +$ &&

$% % &- - % Restoration Program interim flow releaseseveral modest storm events with colelssentially no control remaining on runoff
generate runoff), Millerton Lake typicallyfrom Friant Dam. For several weeks, thosaountain temperatures and Sierra snowem the watershed’s northern side. Mam-
fills during the late spring months. amounted to about 1,500 cubic feet pé&ill during April and May (some to fairlymoth Pool reached its capacity and began
&. second (although they have since be@w elevations). The chill put the brakespilling during the week of May 24. Thus,
Although infrequent, the big decreaskalved as scheduled and were not the poia snowmelt conditions. most of that runoff will head directly into
in storage was by design, created in pamary reason for the storage decrease). “With the cool weather we had in Mayillerton Lake.
by a Bureau decision to permit contractofshe Bureau needed to take those flovesid the current declaration, we have cre- The California Department of Water
to essentially use as much water as pogsito consideration in their initial waterated a big hole in the reservoir,” said EBesources’ most recent “most probable”
ble while Millerton Lake inflows were supply forecast, thus limiting Class 2 weSalazar, the Bureau’s acting operatiomsnoff forecast indicated that the San Joa-

being limited by upstream power comparigr declarations initially. engineer in Fresno in considering plans tin River will generate 1.61 million acre-
storage in hydroelectric project reservoirs. Bureau officials and Friant contractorseturn to “controlled” status June 4 (aftefeet of natural flow during the peak April-
Another factor was San Joaquin Rivdrave devoted all of this water-evacuatigpress time). July period — 128% of average. Normal is
effort to managing a heavy remaining *“Although we have some high temd.254 million acre-feet.
& [ _ (( snowpack, which is now primed to melt. peratures forecasted for the next 10 days
’- ’ The Bureau's actions in declaring a savhich will increase the snowmelt runoff, Friant contractors have been eager to
$%% ) 13 called “uncontrolled season” with full-this also generates large water demari@ke as much water as possible for early
: scale Class 2 deliveries as well as Sectiander normal operations for the canafgason surface irrigation and groundwater
° e ). 1t 215 (non-storable) water to long-terrwhich will keep the canal at near capaéecharge and water banking.
D Friant contractors and the Friant Diviity. With this in mind, | feel the reservoir Ronald D. Jacobsma, Friant Water
&* &&& " 5 sion’s first low-cost supplies under thean return to a controlled status.” Authority General Manager, said the Au-

. ok river Settlement's Restoration Water Ac- Salazar said he expected to declarelQrity's newest member, the Kaweah
count (RWA) to recapture water lost td00% Class 1 supply and 10% Class 2!t Water Conservation District, has
restoration were directed at avoiding @upply after June 4. bee“n a big help. .

minimizing a spill while maximizing con-  There is no doubt that a great deal gf dWe h_zye been kleepmgtthe CaTﬁtl. full
tractor supplies. In excess of 82,000 acrenoff will be occurring through June an hnankgv?r: mgrt Ct%naKDf’,&gS ebe(i:rcl) " :/|eorns
feet of RWA water has been made avalbuly when temperatures turn hot. Valley, ..o o Fi)ts water orders.” Jagobsmya
able to Friant contractors whose wategmperatures were forecast to climb in '

. Qid. “We've had a lot of cooperation on
supplies were affected by the release gfe 90s after June 6. the Friant-Kern and we apprecipate it.”

interim flows to the river. Although Millerton Lake and upstream  The Madera Canal, which serves por-

. hydroelectric reservoirs have combineghns of Madera and Merced counties, has
The unusual spring weather generate@cant space of 470,000 acre-feet, theregigg peen kept near capacity.
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